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Superintendent's Notes

1 - Superintendent Todd Dugan

Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Bunker Hill Community Unit School District #8 newsletter! This
first issue will be more of an introductory issue. You may have noticed this newsletter was not
distributed exclusively to families of Bunker Hill students, but instead the entire community. I have
always believed that an entire community (parents, businesses, taxpayers) benefits from a high quality
school, and conversely, a great school benefits from an informed and involved community.
I hope to continue these mailings three or four times per year in order to share the good news about our
schools! Already I've had the pleasure of meeting many of our parents, teachers and kids and we have
much to be proud of here. I feel very privileged to have the honor of leading this district and it is a
responsibility that is humbling when we consider that community members trust the school with two
very important resources: 1) their children and 2) their tax dollars. I promise you that this reality is not
lost on me, and I will work extremely hard to make sure that the children of Bunker Hill #8 receive the
very best education possible in order to ensure that our graduates are well prepared for a 21st century
career of their choosing.
There are already great things in progress here, such as the energy efficiency upgrade recently
completed at Wolf Ridge. Not only does this ensure our fiscal resources go further, but the added
comfort ensures our youngest learners have the optimal conditions that research suggests is key to an
ideal learning environment. Every teacher I've had the pleasure of talking with has expressed a desire to
go above and beyond to ensure that our students are not only academically prepared for life, but also
that their fullest potential is unlocked. This is the degree of dedication that separates the good schools

from the great ones, and it will be something on which our district will be capitalizing moving forward. It
is an exciting time to be a Patriot or a Minuteman/Minutemaid, and I'm thrilled to be a part of it!
Respectfully yours, Todd Dugan Superintendent

2018-2019 Bunker Hill CUSD #8 Calendar

Shop Macoupin County

As many of you know, on March 15, 2016, voters in Macoupin County approved the County School
Facilities Occupation Tax which is generating approximately $170,000 per year in additional local
revenue. This revenue is generated from one cent being added to every purchase made within
Macoupin County with certain exceptions, and is distributed to area schools according to student
enrollment living within the county. This tax can be monitored on our annual budget by following
expenditures under the “Capital Improvements” fund, and has made possible the summer Wolf Ridge
renovation project, as well as property tax relief in the form of a small abatement of the Building
Operations & Management levy. Help support Bunker Hill schools and whenever possible, shop
Macoupin County!

Coding Comes to Bunker Hill High School

Bunker Hill High School was recently awarded a grant from Amazon as part of its $50 million
commitment to Computer Science Education. Students at BHHS will now have the ability to take
Advanced Placement (AP) CS courses, which could lead to future scholarships and early college
internships. According to research, students who take AP Computer Science in high school are 8x more
likely to study computer science in education. Currently, there are approximately 500,000 unfilled
positions in this field across the nation. This grant, awarded to Bunker Hill #8 late last month, will now
allow interested BHHS students the ability to take Intro to Computer Science, Coding: Java and Coding:
Python under the supervision of BHHS' own talented Business/Tech teacher Mrs. Rebecca Wilkinson.
This is a tremendous opportunity for our students, as these types of courses are typically only offered in
metropolitan area high schools.

Back-to-School 2018-19

As Bunker Hill CUSD #8 faculty and staff returned to work this August, the Opening Institute was
centered around the theme "Involve Me and I Learn." This institute, held on August 20, related the
importance of involving those most impacted by our school district's education process. Not only did
this session explain the significance of listening to student voice throughout their PK-12 experience, but
it also stressed the positive impacts of community involvement. As a result, each student extra
curricular team or group will be involved in one community service project throughout the school year,
beginning with the administrative team's Charity Car Wash benefitting the Bunker Hill Blessings in a
Backpack program. Already the South Mac Chargers football players have been visiting the primary
grades classrooms at Wolf Ridge and reading to the younger students. When this type of multi -faceted
involvement occurs in a learning community, not only do the students feel empowered to make a
difference in their community, but the overall quality of life is positively impacted, making this type of
relationship a Win-Win for the entire Bunker Hill learning community!

Coffee with the Superintendent

Engage with the Superintendent of Bunker Hill #8 for a session of caffeine and conversation. This will be
a chance to meet the Superintendent, as well as to ask questions or share compliments and/or concerns
about the state of the school district. No formal agenda will be prepared ahead of time, just the input of
community members in attendance. In order to accommodate anyone who wants to attend, there will
be two different sessions held on Tuesday, October 2, 2018. 1) 6:30 AM at Sally's Café and 2) 5:00 PM
at Valley Drive In (VDI). Come meet the new Superintendent, share your thoughts, and enjoy a free cup
of coffee (or Strawberry Mt. Dew)!

Meissner Elementary Building

2 - former Meissner Intermediate School

One of the biggest challenges facing the Bunker Hill learning community involves a local landmark of
great historical significance: the future of the Meissner School building. On the outside, Meissner is
structurally solid and appears to be in excellent shape. However, the inside of the building, after sitting
vacant for approximately a decade, is in far worse shape. Eventually, the community will need to make
a decision in order to move forward deciding the fate of this iconic structure. The Bunker Hil l School
Board has expressed on numerous occasions that this is not a decision to be made in isolation, but with
input from the entire community. I am looking forward to tapping everyone's expertise and skills in
order to come up with a creative solution that will benefit the community, but until that time, the inside
continues to be in an unsafe condition. Due to this, the district is in the process of securing all lower level windows and installing some cost-effective video surveillance in order to deter break-ins. This is
not meant to intimidate, but rather is a matter of safety, as unsafely entering the building could very
easily result in an injury or worse. The district is asking for the public's understanding in this endeavor,
and also thanks everyone in advance for their patience as some type of long-term solution is sought.

Evidence-Based Funding

This year, Bunker Hill CUSD #8, as well as nearly every other downstate school district in the state of
Illinois, will begin the school year with a tier of new, additional funding as a result of the Evidence -Based
Funding bill signed into law last August. This long-overdue revamping of Illinois' funding formula for
public schools (which was ranked 48th of 50 states in equity) provides additional money to underfunded

schools like Bunker Hill #8. This effort was a monumental effort in Illinois over a number of years,
involving parents, legislators, advocacy groups like the Illinois Association of School Boards, Illinois
Principals Association, the Illinois Association of School Administrators and Illinois Association of School
Business Officials, among countless others. Regardless of whether you identify as Republican, Democrat
or Independent, the leadership required to accomplish such a difficult task belonged to our very own
Senator Andy Manar. For that, hundreds of downstate school districts will finally be able to offer new
opportunities for our students that weren't always possible.
As someone who is now in his 22nd year of serving public education, it used to sadden me to see
districts like my previous district unable to offer Art or quality computer science, while suburban collar
county districts built STEM labs and Robotics classrooms and offering enrichments such as Orchestra for
their students. However, funneling money alone into a problem addresses the symptoms rather than
the cause, and for that reason the public should know how this additional money is being spent in their
district in order to improve the quality of education. This year, Bunker Hill CUSD #8 will be utilizing this
additional money to reduce primary classroom size (research says that the optimal K-3 classroom is 18
students). One section of 29 students was split into a section of 14 and 15 in order to achieve optimal
student achievement. Additionally, the district is continuing to operate a free Pre-K/Early Childhood
program even after the funding was denied to the district last year. No research exists that can deny the
numerous benefits of a quality early learning experience. Technology will soon begin to be deployed
carefully at select grade levels in order to increase student engagement while teaching 21st Century
skills such as collaboration, creativity, critical thinking and communication.
Any time that public education is improved, the entire community benefits. Ensuring that every student
regardless of background enjoys a high-quality education that prepares him or her for the future of their
choosing is the mission of every public school district in Illinois, and Bunker Hill #8 is committed to
unlocking the full potential of all 600+ students with which we are entrusted daily.
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